[Coxibs, which real therapeutic advance?: Recent pharmacoepidemiological data].
Therapeutic advance is defined by an improvement in effectiveness, safety and/or convenience. In this article, these three criteria were applied to currently marketed coxibs (celecoxib, rofecoxib), using data from clinical trials and pharmacoepidemiological studies. Risk of adverse drug reactions to coxibs, as evaluated by clinical trials, differs from that observed in real medical practice. Rofecoxib and celecoxib exhibit the same profile of adverse drug reactions as the other classical nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Coxibs are currently prescribed and too often used outside the studied and approved indications, which clearly increases their cost (already high for society). Currently marketed coxibs do not appear to meet the previously defined criteria for therapeutic advance.